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Trai connections:

Healthy and vibrant communities link Feorle with the environment. Communities along the Minnehaha Creek
corridor, including Horkme and St. Lovis Park, are connected by roads, sidewalks, trals, ralls and the
creek itself. The long term vision Frasented here teatires new trails that connect to existing walk

Fa'l:he and Imng Feorle trom mul’olrle communities into close contact with the natural amenities of the
Minnehaha Creek. corridor.

Ne/g/t/wr/mad connections — A Minnehaha Creek corridor trall system would allow visvally Fleasmg
connections between nenghlﬂorhoode, and would connect several Farke. Cottageville Fark, Ozkes Fark,
Edgewood Park and the natural areas at Sovth Oak Pond and Methodist Hoe}mtal would all be joined by a

the LRT 5’00'7 15 not known, but muH:lFle oFFor"oum'ble5 exist for 2 5to|¢ 2long this segment ot channel.
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giving residents the orrortumty to walk along the creek Fa{:h In either direction. The exact location ot

u river corridor trall that could be vsed tor biking, hiking and canoe access.
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Road crossings — Crossing busy roads can be dangerovs and takes away from a &é | g
Fasltwe trail experience. By installing crossings vnder new bridges or in elevated Q i \‘
walkways, residents and commuters could have sater and more ethecient access to the é I .
Knollwood Mall/ Target area, Blake Road businesses, Farks and light rall connections. N - 1
The exact nature and location ot such crossings 1s 2 consideration tor the long-term PROPOSED REACH 20 - 551;0;? ey R J
connectivity ot the trall system. RESTORATION AREA e - 8 - e lF e R R
Light Rzl Transit — A ral corndor dissects Minnehaha Creek between Blake Road and Lovisiana - - Hosél'?:inG/EhﬂrEZ:gﬂi;
Avenve. A light rall transit (LRT) stop in this area could service the surrounding neighborhoods while L BOARPWALK TRAIL
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Threading through the heart o} the west
metro area, Minnehaha Creek otters a
unique exﬁerlence for recreational boaters.
Making the creek more accessible to
canoeing and KayaKing 15 a long-term
maintenance goal ot the Minnehaha Creek
Watershed District and surrounding

communities.

The Flan for Reach 20 inclvdes
rerlaaement ot an existing canoe lavnch
with one 5Fecnt|cally designed tor easy
access, The 5{:6'7'7&& design shown here
allows tor low water boat entry over 2

SECONDARY
STAGING

| range ot water levels, and will be more

FILTRATION PRAPOSED _
SYSTEMS EXISTING BRIDGE —”. ; convenent ‘FOI" FGO le Wl‘bh imted moblllty
INC. PARKING LOT | crRgsoNG 7 -

or small children. A tral will extend from
the existing canoe launch Farkmg lot,
through the 'Hooalrlam wetland and down to
the streambank launch.

1=
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T
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I==
LT
[HIE

RELOCATE .

|
i
EXISTING CANOE — | b
]
LAUNCH _\I L CREEKSIDE PARK (

MINNEHAHA CREEK

This plan preserves the existing canoe
launch locations in Reach 20, with some
slight moditications. The Creekside Park
trall connection will connect the Farkm@ lot
with the stream, and may run along the man
trall for a short distance. We anbnan}vate a2

&0}\; Farta@e ot no more than 150 feet.
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In-stream Habitat Features

Large woody habitat - Logs and fallen wood
make up an important part ot the woodland stream
ecosystem. Wood otters hiding cover for hsh,
nesting oﬂportumhes for watertowl, Ferches for
wading birds, and resting or hiding Flaces for
athllﬂans and reFtlles. The Reach 20 design
featvres low Fro‘Flle wood Installation underneath
banks on the ovtside ot meander bends. In addition
to Fr‘avldlna valvable habitat, wood provides lona
term (10-20 years) stability ot the bank, protecting
the stream trom immediate erosion. The wood will
be Flaaed low to the streambed, so that during
boatable Hows, cances and kayaks will Hoat over
the ’coly ot the installed wood. Similar installations
can be tound just downstream ot Louisiana Avenve in
the restored section of the Methodist Hoslﬂ’cal
wetland.

Rittles - Reach 20 15 currently an lm'yorbant
spawning reach for fish veing Lake Minnetonka and
Minnehaha Creek. These fish include suntish, bass,
suckers and variovs minnow species. lncluded in the
design are rittles that Frovwle spawning gravel ot
the size vsed regularly by these tish.

Natural Levees - Streams that translyort fine
sediment and sand downstream often alelyoslt this
material on banks during Hoods. These Aeroslbs
take the form ot natural levees that might be 2
toot or two higher than the adjacent -HooAFIam
surtace. Ouvr Aesugn for Reach 20 rereats the work
done in Reach |9 o} the Methodist Hosrltal area
Fr'oject, where we Included levee features to
Fr‘ovlde to'yogra'phlc varizbility. Levees otter shghtly
dryer wetland surtaces that Framote the
establishment of planted cottonwood, silver maFIe

and black willow trees common to the riparian
corridor.
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Appendix A
Historical Topographic Maps

(Courtesy of USGS & http://lwww.nationalatlas.gov/)





















Appendix B
Historical Aerial Photographs

(Compiled by MCWD,; Project area delineated by red rectangle)
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