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“We make dreams out of reality
and realities out of dreams.

We are the dreamer of the dreams.”

Quote from Willy Wonka



This book represents the dreams of each of our Vision Action 

Teams.  It is their idea of how St. Louis Park should look in 

2016.  These are big dreams.  St. Louis Park has always been 

a city of big dreams and powerful visions.  However, these two 

things alone are not enough.  In the words of Joel Barker, “Vi-

sion without action is merely a dream.  Action without vision 

just passes the time.  Vision with action can change the world.”  

This Book of Dreams is significant because it provides the 

foundation for the strategic goals and objectives developed by 

the action teams.  These goals and objectives will be reviewed by 

the Partners, City Council, and staff.  They will be presented to 

the community in a future document.

Thank you to the hundreds of residents, workers, businesses and 

organizations that were involved in making the Vision St. Louis 

Park a success.  We are just beginning; we hope you will continue 

on this journey into the future with us.



Dear St. Louis Park Community:

Let us begin by saying that you can be proud to be a part of a community that 
is as responsive as St. Louis Park.  A community that is not just willing to 
dream, but one that is willing to step out and bravely take the initiative to turn 
dreams into a way of life.  The original vision for this initiative – “A Commu-
nity of Choice for a Lifetime” is as true today as when it was drafted back in 
1995.  In 1995 we had two choices:

 1. Wait for things to happen 
2. Make things happen

And, we began the journey.

The last decade has presented many challenges that we as a community have 
successfully mastered.  Some of the results have included:  the Rec Cen-
ter/Aquatic Center, Wolfe Park, the Amphitheatre, Excelsior and Grand, the 
parks and trails plan, housing opportunities, stronger neighborhoods and a 
move toward determining our own destiny.

As you can see, we did make things happen.  In fact, we have been so success-
ful the community has decided to continue the journey.

Though a community-wide process utilizing the theme of Discover-Dream-
Design and a methodology of Appreciative Inquiry, and involving over 1200 
people and representatives from government, schools, businesses, community 
organizations, religious institutions, and neighborhoods, we gathered infor-
mation and opinions.  Using the strategic planning process, those ideas were 
discussed, debated and priorities were established in a town meeting held 
earlier this year.  From that process and a number of meetings, eight areas of 
focus have been identified.  A steering Committee has been working hard for 
the past several months to look ahead at the next ten years to present to you 
Vision St. Louis Park – A Book of Dreams.  Each one of the dreams also 
includes objectives and action plans.  They will be presented to the later in a 
report to the community.

We encourage you to read the entire book.  

vision 

“Vision without action 

is merely a dream.  

Action without vision 

just passes the time.  

Vision with action 

can change the world.”  

– Joel Barker
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Here’s what you can look forward to over the next decade:

• Arts and Culture – St. Louis Park is a destination for those with an 
interest in the arts and culture, a place to learn about one another and to 
celebrate commonalities.  In St. Louis Park we have a developed our own 
culture – a culture that embraces a little piece of everyone that passes 
through and a bigger piece of those who stay.

• Community Events – Celebrating is a way of life.  The fun thing is that 
almost all of our citizens are involved in one or several events at some 
time during the year.  All of our homes have a calendar on the refrigera-
tor marked with “not to miss” events. 

• Environment – St. Louis Park is known by the Metropolitan Area and 
by North America for its beautiful architecture, lively pedestrian and 
bicycle activities, and incredible indoor and outdoor parkland that sur-
rounds three environmentally integrated light rail stations.

• Gathering Places – We have many places throughout our town where 
people can feel a sense of belonging.  There are many hubs everywhere 
that fulfill the needs of all segments of our community.  Everywhere is a 
destination.

• Housing – Neighborhoods are urban-like villages of clustered hous-
ing that attract senior citizens, young families, singles and couples with 
mixed income households and diverse backgrounds.

• Sidewalks and Trails – There are pedestrian overpasses.  Walkers and 
bicyclists get around town with ease.  We have a citizen’s advisory board to 
promote non-motorized transit.  Everywhere is a destination.

• Diversity – We are a model in the state and in the nation as an interna-
tional community that is inclusive to all. 

• Transportation – We are now a light rail hub, Highway 100 is easy to 
navigate and our circulator bus system’s schedule can be accessed over our 
Wi-Fi network.  Everywhere is a destination.

Please take a few minutes to read through our Book of Dreams.  This is a 
document that is unique, creative, and above the cut of normal local gover-
nance. 

Let us continue 

the journey...

Come along and 

join the ride.
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The young woman wearing a hijab is holding her son’s tiny hand in hers as she 
walks into the newly opened St. Louis Park arts center. She was only a junior in 
high school when she learned about the arts and culture task force for the first 
time. She couldn’t believe when they invited her to be a youth representative 
– she’d never been asked to do anything so important before and at first it was 
kind of scary.

Ten years ago the city engaged the public in a process of taking a look at the arts 
and culture, and ways in which the city and its public and private partners could 
develop spaces throughout the community, into everyday life, that feel inclusive 
and welcoming, and can be used by participants and spectators. There needed to 
be a strong youth voice involved in the process, young people who had not previ-
ously been involved – untapped energy and leadership.

This public process successfully reached out to diverse community, developed 
relationships, and created that which reflects not only our needs and wants, but 
also a safe, welcoming environment. The arts center is where you go whether you 
are interested in Chinese Calligraphy, practicing strokes as a meditative process; 
or the environmental arts; or traditional Mexican cuisine. It is an inviting, mul-
ticultural, and accessible facility where a universal language draws us together.  
Everything here today reflects our global community, yet it remains flexible 
to adapt to new times so we can keep it fresh for this young woman’s son, with 
whom she so proudly shares this experience, and future generations.

While the arts center is the bricks and mortar, the humanities and creative 
productions exhibited throughout the community ideally define who we are 
collectively. Arts and culture is now used to reflect the character of various 
neighborhoods. St. Louis Park has beautifully maintained gardens and city 
incentives entice property owners and developers to include in building plans 
the installation of public art. Local businesses are encouraged to allow artists to 
display or create art in storefronts and office space. Arts and culture activities 
are financially stable, with non-profits, government, business, and community 
collaborating to identify and attain sustainable funding sources. The city and 
schools (private and public) work together to promote and support the arts by 
sharing their facilities and resources.  Strong relationships exist with organiza-
tions that serve diverse populations, and grant programs promote diversity in 
the arts.

St. Louis Park is a destination for those with an interest in the arts and culture, 
a place to learn about one another and to celebrate our commonalities. In St. 
Louis Park we have developed our own culture, a culture that embraces a little 
piece of everyone who passes through  -- and a bigger piece of those who stay.

Arts and Culture  
Action Team

Bill Kenzie, Chair

Marcia Honold 

 Staff Liaison

John Altepeter

Manny Camilon, Jr.

Clark Niederjohn

Margaret Rog

Susan Schneck

Wendy Skinner

Kay Wolfe

arts & culture
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The inviting lights of St. Louis Park are brightly shining and everyone 
throughout the city feels a welcome and comforting feeling of finally being at 
home.

Celebrating who we are and what we do is a way of life in St. Louis Park, 
Neighborhood associations, local employers and their employees, service 
organizations, youth groups _ a good cross-section of people who visit, work 
and live in St. Louis Park have found a comfortable and rewarding way to get 
involved in community activities and events.

Community-wide events provide people with inviting, diverse, artistic, edu-
cational, active, and leisure options.  All the events offered throughout the 
year are designed with everyone in mind – all ages, interests, backgrounds, 
and cultures.  Local residents are actively involved in planning, organizing, 
marketing, and implementing all community gatherings.

Volunteers work hand in hand, and once a year their own calendars are 
marked “don’t miss” as a reminder of a well-deserved annual event co-spon-
sored by the City and School district, recognizing and thanking all commu-
nity volunteers.

New information-sharing tools, expanded and improved marketing, and won-
derful sponsorships and partners have successfully connected every resident to 
common ground, creating a vibrant and healthy community.

Community Events  
Action Team

Sue Santa, Chair

Rick Birno 

  Staff Liaison

Sue Ainsworth

Joan Fenton

Karen Finney

Mary Juberian

Dave Payne

Karoline Pierson

community events
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The dream of our action team is to connect our City with continuous gre-
enways between a series of green developments, each being a small village 
promoting local businesses with residents living above these businesses. The 
green villages would incorporate sustainable living practices, landscaping 
and green energy production & conservation. The greenways would meander 
through existing single family dwelling areas and improve the quality of life 
for all City neighborhoods. 

Creating a Neighborhood Village Space

We are traveling to the dedication of the grand opening of the Villas on Min-
netonka Boulevard.  This development is located off of Minnetonka Boule-
vard just west of Texas Ave South. This mixed use development is the city’s 
first all green Eco-district development.  This development celebrates neigh-
borhood living, through environmentally conscious lifestyles, and the use of 
limited motorized travel, with nearly 70% of us traveling to the dedication via 
the people mover, the light rail, bicycle, or walking.

As we travel along the Minnehaha Creek Greenway, one of the many people 
mover links we have in the city, we are impressed with the 600’ wide corridor 
complete with walking paths, bicycle paths, and auto parkway, with constructed 
wetlands to filter all run-off from the neighborhoods.  We are enjoying the 
ride, knowing that this is just the first phase of a 50 year master plan for the 
Minnehaha Creek Greenway corridor.

Just outside this corridor is one of the many Green Parks; industrial parks 
which contain a consortium of interdependent environmentally friendly 
manufacturing businesses. All of the businesses produce no air pollution, con-
forming to the City’s new air quality standards, while stressing waste reduction 
and recycling.

Upon arrival at this new village space, we are dropped at an outdoor, sustain-
ably designed gathering area. This area contains limited motorized vehicle 
parking, native trees, shrubs and wildflowers designed in optimum growing 
conditions, within patterns to minimize energy usage for the building (s). 
Raingardens, infiltration basins and pools gather rain and potential runoff for 
use by the native plants, so no runoff flows into the city stormwater system. 

Environment  
Action Team

Kristin Berns, Chair

Ann Boettcher 

  Staff Liaison

Jim Vaughan 

  Staff Liaison

Eric Anondson

Julie Berg

Sandy Chatfield

Janine Crump

William Donovan III

Wallace Eckdahl

Heather Flueger

Cheryl Gibson

Nancy Gibson

John Madole

David Man

Patsy Monson

Judith Moore

Kirk Morrow

Mike Pease

Rick Person

Tom Worthington

Paul Zeigle

environment 
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The buildings of this development have won many architectural and energy ef-
ficiency awards, with the designs incorporating the beauty of nature, integrated 
into the environment and accessible by all.  The first floor of this complex 
contains local retailers, coffee shops and bistros. A farmer’s market is held 
weekly, with people of all walks of life enjoying the experience. Included in 
this area is an indoor, self-sustained biosphere reflecting our Minnesota and 
St. Louis Park heritage and geography. 

The second through sixth floors are residential units, which include condo-
miniums, apartments, assisted living spaces and penthouses.  Each unit is 
LEED certified, like all new construction currently is in St. Louis Park, and 
includes all green construction, recycled building materials and rated appli-
ances.  At the top of the building is a green roof, solar panels for energy and 
wind resources. The entire complex is powered as a portion of the Biomass 
Cogeneration Power District. This District converts biomass to clean, low 
emission, cheap energy, and will eventually provide energy for the entire city. 

Within the complex is an underground parking area, with an extensive in-
house recycling and compost center.  This center collects all recycling and 
compostable materials, which cut back dramatically the non-recyclable ma-
terials collected from all the tenants.  Each floor has at least one collectable 
area that when utilized correctly, will collect and separate items immediately 
for collection and composting.  

St. Louis Park is known by the rest of Metropolitan Area, and the rest of 
North America, for it’s beautiful architecture, lively pedestrian & bicycle 
activities, and incredible indoor and outdoor parkland that surround’s three 
environmentally integrated, light rail stations.
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When we moved to St. Louis Park ten years ago, we wanted a convenient Twin 
Cities location and good schools. Those are still excellent reasons to live here, 
but we’ve stayed because of something else: We are part of a great community. 
The gathering places that have been developed over the last decade have drawn 
people out of their houses and places of business and encouraged them to 
meet, talk, play, relax, think, and connect. 

Let me explain.

Yesterday, we decided to stop by the global market in the old Knollwood Mall 
for dinner. The prices are reasonable and we always run into friends and 
neighbors there. I saw on the City’s Web site that there was a band playing 
Russian folk music. The place was busy, the food was superb, and the music 
was terrific!

Before dinner we picked up the kids at our local community center. They 
like to walk to the center when they get off the bus after school. The sidewalk 
in front of our house now connects with a trail that takes them right to the 
center, so we don’t have to worry about crossing busy streets. They like to play 
games and hang out with their friends, and even do a little homework. Every 
Tuesday night, my husband and I play cards at the community center for a 
couple hours. It’s a good way to meet neighbors in our part of the city.

Of course, our neighborhood’s SuperPark provides similar opportunities 
for those who live nearby. We frequently walk to the park for lawn games in 
the summer and bonfires in the winter, and we’ve gotten to know a lot of the 
folks who live around us. It’s amazing how many casual conversations start up 
among people using the many benches and chairs in the park or standing in 
line at the coffee or ice cream carts. The SuperParks have become the hubs of 
St. Louis Park’s neighborhoods, just as the community centers are the hubs of 
the different regions of the city and the Civic Center is the hub for the entire 
city.

Gathering Places  
Action Team

Steve George, Chair

Cindy Walsh 

  Staff Liaison

Eric Anondson

Ellen George

Ken Gothberg

Roger Israel

Beth Johnson

Claudia Johnston-

Madison

Jan Loftus

Jill Terry

Katie Rasmussen

Judy Serrell

Bob Waligora

gathering places
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The new Civic Center has really transformed the Wolfe Park area into a town 
square. The restaurants and shops in Excelsior & Grand have made it easy for 
people to browse or get a bite to eat. Enough small eateries have cropped up 
around the park that you can get almost anything you want, quickly and af-
fordably. One diner has become a popular hangout for teenagers. 

At the north end of the park, the Civic Center offers something for everyone. 
Kids now play basketball in addition to hockey, and families use the expanded 
Aquatic Park. The new Arts Center displays the work of local artists as well 
as delightful sculptures that adults can sit on and children can climb all over. 
An indoor theater complements the amphitheater in Wolfe Park, providing 
a home for winter concerts and plays and a convenient spot for local bands 
and teen dances. Our favorite addition has to be the enclosed Park Green, 
especially the bushes and flowers and the waterfall; it’s such a peaceful place 
to sit and read in the winter or relax after a workout in the fitness center. And 
we envy people who can take their small children to the new playpark to slide, 
bounce, climb, crawl, and run, any time of year.

We enjoy all of the gathering places in St. Louis Park. They help us feel con-
nected, like we’re part of a great community, and that’s a really important 
quality of life issue for us. We’re proud to call Park our home!
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A decade ago a group of people gathered to talk about their vision for hous-
ing in St. Louis Park, a community on the cusp of reinventing itself. Present 
was a young man who grew up in the Brookside neighborhood. He signed up 
for the Vision Process because this was his hometown, and it was where he 
dreamed of raising his family and spending his life. He never imagined that 
the goals and action steps that a group of citizens and city staff worked so 
hard on would truly come to life!

Eric and his wife purchased a starter home close to his childhood neighbor-
hood, near “Nana’s” house so his children would grow up as he imagined, in a 
loving, intergenerational setting. Around the time Eric’s family started out-
growing their 900 square foot home, the city announced its creative zoning 
codes and Catalyst Homes program – an exciting incentive-driven program 
offering homeowners the opportunity to get creative with their home expan-
sion projects. With help from the city’s advisory architectural review board 
and the use of environmentally friendly design and materials, tiny houses are 
being transformed into homes for growing families, and garages have expand-
ed to include greater storage space and cozy studio apartments for extended 
families and guests.

Creative zoning has enhanced housing options and provides move up housing 
opportunities for families to grow.  Newly developed neighborhoods provide 
rowhousing along arterials for people from all walks of life. Affordable hous-
ing options have multiplied and are present in every neighborhood, and a 
wide-range of innovative programs assist potential and existing homeowners 
purchase homes, maintain existing homes, and stay in those homes when times 
are difficult.

Several neighborhoods offer urban-like villages of clustered housing that at-
tract senior citizens, young families, and upwardly mobile singles and couples 
with mixed income households and diverse backgrounds. Front porches face 
streets lined with trees and landscaped lawns. There is an inviting sense of 
community where people gather and get to know their neighbors while chil-

Housing  
Action Team

Nancy Lapakko, Chair

Michele Schnitker 

  Staff Liaison

Kathy Larsen, Staff Liai-

son

Joshua Aaron

Mary Anderson

Eric Anondson

Susan Cantor

Denn Evans

Tessia Gardner

Dan Goldman

Jane Klesk

Janet Krofta

Cindy Larson O’Neil

Melissa Melnick

Lois Nalezny

Carl Robertson

Nancy Robinow

Jeremy Smith

Cheryl Stark

housing
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dren safely play tag down the block in one of many neighborhood parks, small 
but efficient and welcoming areas of green space, and laughter wafts through 
open windows well into the early evening hours.

Within walking distance are gathering places that encourage that long-ago 
sense of connectivity, and in most parts of the city streetcars transport people 
to major community hubs. Every place in St. Louis Park is a destination, and 
easy to get to and home again with LRT. Sidewalks connect safely from one 
destination to another, with carefully designed trails for walking and biking. 
With the city’s circular system, people often times leave their cars at home and 
transportation issues have been mostly solved because there is an alternative 
way to get where one needs to go.

St. Louis Park was recently designated as a national model first ring commu-
nity, one that celebrates diversity, open-minded and inclusive city governance, 
public process, and exciting and thoughtful innovations – and Eric is still very 
proud to call St. Louis Park his hometown
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St. Louis Park has a connected network of safe sidewalks and trails with 
informational stopping points of interest to ensure a fit city[, and removing 
obstacles to bicycle and pedestrian commuting]. – Steering Committee Vision 
Statement [brackets added by Action Team]

It’s a beautiful, crisp Minnesota morning and walking safely across Wooddale 
and Highway 7 on the pedestrian overpass and listening to the rush hour traf-
fic below, one can’t help but think how progressive St. Louis Park is compared 
to 10 years ago.

There is a citizens’ advisory board dedicated to working with a city staff per-
son whose sole responsibility is to develop and promote non-motorized transit 
in St. Louis Park. Residents can now conveniently and safely cross by bike, or 
on foot, almost every obstacle, including highways, railroads, and even many 
busy local streets. Commuters can easily transition from LRT or other mass 
transit to walking or bicycling, because of the many amenities offered at the 
public stations, even lockers, showers and bike storage!

The city has come up with a number of creative solutions to difficult cross-
ings; raised crosswalks, tunnels, bridges, pedestrian activated controlled 
crossings, some even mid-block!  Crossings have dedicated lanes for multiple 
user types. Existing crossings have been rebuilt or repaved as part of the city’s 
resolution that all transportation projects include both pedestrian and bicycle 
accommodations (on road bike lanes) in major north/south, east/west routes, 
and along significant connections to points of interest.  Along the major 
Three River trails, these crossings even give users priority over the motorists. 
What a great way to designate the importance of our urban trail corridors. 

Intersections and trails are well lit and the police have necessary resources to 
proactively enforce laws designed specifically to protect the rights of pedes-
trians and bicyclists. The police and trail maintenance departments worked 
with the citizens’ advisory board to identify concerns, resulting in a policy that 
requires appropriate follow-up on all incidents involving trail-users.

Sidewalks and Trails 
Action Team

George Hagemann 

  Chair

Sarah Hellekson 

  Staff Liaison

Eric Anondson

Mike Beadles

Marc Berg

Steve Berns

Sarah Brinkman

Dave Carlson

Ardyce Eckdahl

Robin Elias

Dick Hartmann

Jim Lanenberg

Gloria Linnell

Shannon Martin

Meghan Phimister

Jolene Roehlkepartain

Daina Savanich

Dimitri Savanich

Steven Steuck

Marshall Thompson

Sean Walther

sidewalks and trails
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With input from the citizens’ advisory board, the city continues to work on its 
acquisition of land for several new trails, in addition to the Minnehaha Creek 
and Meadowbrook Lake trails. The Minnehaha Creek trail is nearing comple-
tion; and, the Meadowbrook Lake trail is under construction, thanks to the 
participation of Park Nicollet Health Services who partnered with the city to 
expand the trail and canoe area into its private property.

New nature trails complement our city’s environmental plan with plantings 
that help maintain water quality. A new type of permeable paving connects 
us to many of St. Louis Park’s unexplored natural areas. Private landown-
ers receive city incentives to include non-motorized transit and natural trail 
preservations that complement those of public development plans. Further, 
these nature and transportation trails are well connected to and are developed 
and managed cooperatively with neighboring municipalities.

“I used to think of getting around via how to get around the obstacles (High-
ways 100, 394, 7).  Now I can just get on my bike and go.” –Marc Berg
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St. Louis Park is a city where everyone feels and experiences a sense of 
belonging.  Our city is free of institutional oppression, according to race, 
ethnicity, class, age, gender, sexual orientation, and disability.  People of all 
backgrounds and faiths are free to live, work, and play according to their 
beliefs and values.

St. Louis Park is a vibrant community, proud of its diversity as a model in the 
state and in the nation.  We are an international community where people of 
diverse cultures live harmoniously, sharing our cultural traditions and beliefs 
and enriching our lives through understanding and mutual respect.

Celebrating our diverse traditions is a hallmark of our community.  Citizens 
are enriched through the participation and educational experiences that in-
corporate a sense of history and our social transformation as a community.  

Diversity  
Action Team

Neil Anderson 

  Co-Chair

Tsehai Wodajo 

  Co-Chair

Ellen Lowry 

  Staff Liaison

Sharon Anderson

Marilyn Israel

Sandy Johnson

Dorothy Karlson

Melissa Melnick

Melkamu Negeri

Mary Jean Overend

Sue Rasmussen

Judy Reinehr

Kristy Rudelius-Palmer

Lou Schoen

Marlene Touchberry

Linda Trummer

Tanya Warren

Elaine White

diversity
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Traveling from Eden Prairie to my job in St. Louis Park, I hop on the SW 
LRT line with my bike and ride to the Beltline Station where I exit and take a 
short bike ride along a tree lined trail to the bank where I work.  My associ-
ate arrives at work on foot from her condo across the street from the bank 
with fresh bagels to share that she bought at the shop on the first floor of her 
building.  

At mid-morning, we check the availability of an SLP Shared Car online for a 
trip to visit a client in Crystal.  We pick up the car in the public parking ramp 
next to the bank and travel, congestion free, on the recently renovated Hwy 
100 to our meeting, returning in time for lunch el fresco at the Wolfe Park 
Amphitheatre.  We enjoy a free concert sponsored by our bank with kids and 
parents and retired folks and shoppers, and fellow workers from the businesses 
in the area.  

Another coworker uses one of the new North-South connectors to get from 
the Elmwood area to the Blackstone neighborhood to do errands over her 
lunch break.  

After work, I log onto the SLP Wi-Fi network to check the SLP circulator 
bus schedule.  I use the bike rack on the bus and take a ride to the Blackstone 
neighborhood hub to meet friends for refreshments at a local restaurant.  The 
bus uses local streets avoiding the rush hour congestion on the freeways and 
easily traverses the barrier created by the TC&WRR tracks by using the new 
trail/transit bridge.  

Finally, I bike back to the LRT station after picking-up a loaf of bread at the 
grocery store in the neighborhood hub and zip home on the LRT while read-
ing the newspaper.

Transportation  
Action Team

Brad Bakken, Chair

Kevin Locke  

 Staff Liaison

Sean Walther 

  Staff Liaison

Eric Anondson

Dave Carlson

Michael Corbett

Jeff Corn

Anthony Deos

Bruce Fisher

Bryan Hart

Lynn Hochsprung

Bill James

David Lee

Harlan Nelson

Mike Pease

Martha Roberts

Mike Spack

Joe Tatalovich

Bob Tift

transportation
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Vision St. Louis Park is a community partnership with the City of St. 

Louis Park, the St. Louis Park School District, TwinWest Chamber of 

Commerce, Park Nicollet Health Services and Children First.   

Organizational Development Consulting by Mobius, Inc.

Funding provided from the McKnight Foundation


	630817-RTO.pdf
	1.SLPBookDreams.pdf

