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CP Rail Regional Trail Search Corridor
Focus Area

Long-Range Plan
Goals and Vision:
Develop walk, bike, and rolling facilities which provide 
the safest, most comfortable option and serve the 
greatest number of people and widest range of abilities.  

• Better connect the regional trail network to itself, 
specifically with new north-south corridors

• Support recreation and transportation uses
• Connect communities to each other and community 

members to regional and local destinations
• This is long-range plan, not an engineering/ 

construction project (7-12 years). 

• Preliminary Route Identification of 4 routes that 
builds off existing plans and past planning work



Public Notification Efforts
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Three Rivers Highlights:
• 5000+ postcards in July and 4,000+ postcards in November 2023
• 280 flyers for neighborhood meetings
• 5 TRPD e-newsletters - 40,000 contacts across GV and SLP
• 8 TRPD social media posts
• 2 CCX Media reports & Sun Post article
• 50 step-in yard signs along routes
• 5 information/engagement boards posted in community
• Attendance at community events

City Highlights:
• Website posts and social media posts
• SLP Area Rental Coalition (SPARC) newsletter
• Climate Action newsletter 



What we heard: 
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2700+ visits to the project website, engaged with over 575 
people at in-person events

• Desire for a safe, off-road trail experience, away from traffic

• Desire to connect to parks, schools, retail, other regional 
trails, Dakota Park Bridge, and the LRT

• Preferred a more natural, park-like setting

• Concern regarding possible loss of trees and parking

• “Opportunity” to re-imagine Louisiana Ave street and RR 
bridge to improve safety for bikes/peds and vehicles

• Significant majority preferred route SLP4



CP Rail Regional Trail Route Review
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• November 13, 2023 – Public Hearing:  
Reviewed engagement findings and 
analysis of route alternatives.  Council 
received public comments.

• April 24, 2024 - Study Session: 
Reviewed additional analysis comparing 
Louisiana Avenue and Dakota Avenue 
routes.



Louisiana Avenue Corridor Dakota Avenue Corridor
Implementation • $27 million+, City responsible for ~2/3 cost

• City-led project with Three River as partner
• 15+ Years

• $6-7 million
• Three Rivers-led standalone project
• 7-12 Years

Connections • Does not connect directly to North Cedar 
Regional Trail

• Connects to North Cedar Lake Regional Trail 
• Utilizes Dakota Edgewood Bike/Ped Bridge

Public Feedback • Limited support
• Viewed as too busy/unsafe for bikes/peds

• Highest level supported route option
• Viewed as less congested/safer

Trees & Parking • Minimal impacts to trees
• Parking is eliminated or reduced to one 

side

Between 27th and Minnetonka Blvd:
• No impact to trees if parking is reduced to one side 
• 33 trees impacted on one side if parking is retained 

on both sides

Traffic • 9,800 to 18,000 ADT
• Traffic lanes reduced from 4 to 2

1,800 to 7,200 ADT

Right-of-way • 2' to 19’ anticipated need • No permanent easements anticipated

Key Differences and Take-aways
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Staff Recommendation:
SLP4 - Dakota Avenue Corridor Route
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• Greatest public support 
• Less congested, safer route 
• Utilizes Dakota Park bridge  
• Connects to North Cedar Lake Regional Trail
• No permanent easement anticipated 
• Shorter timeframe and lower cost 
• Supported by PRAC, Peter Hobart School and 

SLP HS



CP Rail Regional Trail Long-Range Plan

St. Louis Park Next Steps:
 Council support for SLP 4 route
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• Tonight– Council action for support of a preferred route.
• Late 2024 – Review draft Long-Range Plan, 30-day public 

comment period and City Resolution of Support for the plan.
• Late 2024 / Early 2025 – Long-Range Plan adoption from Met 

Council and TRPD Board (No other City approvals required).
• Upon final long-range plan approval, construction is 

anticipated 7-12 years out.  Design/construction fully funded 
by Three Rivers. Final engineered design will be approved by 
the City.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Key Differences and Take-aways
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8

