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Introduction

The Arrive + Thrive Gateway Plans is the result of a community-led process to create four small area plans
for gateway areas within the community to guide decisions about development and investment. The result
includes updates to the existing plans for the three METRO Green Line light rail stations: Beltline Boulevard,
Wooddale Avenue and Louisiana Avenue, and the creation of a new plan to guide investments along West
Excelsior Boulevard.

The gateway plans provide guidance and implementation actions to support development that aligns with the
community’s interests, the city’s strategic priorities, and the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

Framework + analysis overview

The following framework was used to develop each gateway plan. The graphic below
illustrates the general development process.

Explore current Analyze current
plans conditions

Define
Assess impacts Plan for

outcomes implementation

Analysis areas

The overall planning process reviewed current conditions, explored new ideas, and identified outcomes
across four topics. This approach ensured the planning process considered development potential,
impacts to the surrounding context, multimodal connections, and available parks and open spaces. The
three categories are described below.

The land use + development analysis area explores the
existing development uses and built environment. Future
implementation of this area may include zoning changes and
housing and economic development programs.

The mobility + access analysis area explores how people
move within the gateway, considering the overall travel
Mobility + dccess experience and safety. Future actions could include
sidewalk/trail improvements and roadway network
connections.

The parks + natural systems analysis area explores natural

Parks + natural environment and recreation features, including access to
these areas, health of the resources, and future needs.
systems Implementation may include additional infrastructure,

planting policies, and more.
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What is included? Gateway outcomes

The features, impact considerations and implementation actions for each identified outcome are summarized for

each gateway outcome.
The Arrive + Thrive Gateway Plans document is organized into three primary sections identified below.

A% Oxford Street design " Reinvestment and adaptive

" reuse opportunities

Gateway plans

The four Gateway Plans are presented within the document, highlighting key existing conditions and
details of each of the identified outcomes. The three main features include:

Outcome features

implementation actions
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Gateway introduction
The introduction provides an overview of current conditions within each gateway area and highlights What i the impact?
recent activities and investments.

Strategic priorities

Strategic prierities

LEVUIISIARA GATEWAY FLAN BETLINE GATEWAY PLAN

Beltline Gateway

Louisiana Gateway

Impact analysis

The impact analysis explores the potential positive and negative impacts of each of the outcomes that must be

e Louisiana Gateway current conditions
Beltline Gateway current conditions = ¥

EB %ﬁ

Louisiana ralawl\l vision statement

considered and explored during implementation.
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BECTLINE GATEWAY PLAN T LEVUISIARA GATEWAY FLAN

lllustrative plan
Each illustrative plan illustrates the outcomes developed for each gateway, providing a planning level
example of future investment.

Gateway outcomes: impact analysis
Gateway outcomes: impact analysis

Wooddale Gateway illustrative plan Excelsior Gateway illustrative plan
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See
Louisiana
See Beltline Gateway
Gateway

Implementation

The implementation plan highlights specific actions that are needed to achieve the identified outcomes.

Louisiana
Gateway

Wooddale Gateway: illustrative plan
Excelsior Gateway: illustrative plan

Implementation actions (continued)

Implementatio
Acmion typs | Timaline | Complexity |Banefic Community parnan_ Cannacy

Astion |Actlon typs | Timaling | Compladty |Danafit Community partnan
Ibtrates. T @ @ LR fa

e =i N 2809 i

Py | | @ |o® |

Pavieg  Ciiien | @ LA
el L X Ny ¥
" ey | (- & e

e o0 (00

WOODDALE GATEWAY PLAN EXCELSIOR GATEWAY PLAN | |
- . e & LR o
e T K L [ S —

mmm. L X ]

Implementation

| e | | 0 © (0 ® S )

i D © ® LA

U @ |8 ® @ |
— L X XeIL X Yol | — e
il LN ] .-‘ v a9
iy | | @ [ X T B e A O [ ] eee
,,,,,,, — @ lee TN T
T o 9 @ [T —— =g se

ARHIVE + THRIVE GATEWAY PLANS

ARHIVE + THRIVE GATEWAY PLANS

ARRIVE + THRIVE GATEWAY PLANS




Arrive + Thrive planning process

The Arrive + Thrive process began in 2023 to explore future investments and guidance
around the three station areas in the community along the METRO Green Line Extension.
These gateways were previously analyzed; each having a previous plan that has informed
investments over the last decade. The West Excelsior Gateway was added as a fourth
study area to explore investment opportunities; however, there is no existing plan for
the gateway. The intent of the Arrive + Thrive process was to analyze outcomes for

each gateway that supported individual visions and their relationship to one another.
Individual gateway plans were created for each gateway. The study areas are shown in
the graphic below.
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Planning process

The Arrive + Thrive planning process included technical analysis, stakeholder
coordination, and public engagement to inform the development of the plan. The
following graphic illustrates the planning process and engagement efforts.

Community +
stakeholder

engagement

Input from the
community was
critical to the
success of this

planning process.

The overall
process included
three phases

of engagement
to engage the
community.

Current
conditions +
evaluation

9 Develop a

gateway vision

e Gateway

outcomes +
analysis

Implementation

Plan
development

Existing plan review
Data collection + analysis

Phase 1 engagement

Develop a vision and guiding
principles for the gateway based
on the outcomes of Task 1.

Explore gateway opportunities
Define big ideas
Phase 2 engagement

Identify outcomes
Assess impacts

Phase 3 engagement

Create a list of potential future
actions

Summarize process and outcomes
through the gateway plan to
inform future decisions
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Previous planning efforts

Station area plans + design guidelines

Station area plans were completed for the three METRO Green Line Extensions stations
within the community over the last 20 years. These documents have guided decision
making within the gateways since their adoption.

The Beltline Area Framework and Design Guidelines document
provides a Beltline Area vision, a range of guiding principles, a set
of recommendations, and private development design guidelines.
Building upon existing assets and creating a vibrant and connected
community were two of the major themes of the study.

The EImwood Area Land Use, Transit, and Transportation Study
) document provides a set of EImwood Area planning principles, a
Use, Transit, and . . .
: range of recommendations, and land use guiding recommendations.
Transportation Study . . i . .
(2003) Planning principles of this study focused on investments in land use
and development, circulation and open space/stormwater.

ElImwood Area Land

UL LIS The Louisiana Station Area Framework — Design Guidelines document
Area Framework —

. .y p provides a Louisiana Station Area Vision, a set of guiding principles, a
Design Guidelines . . M
(2013) set of recommendations, and design guidelines.

The design guidelines were established for Excelsior Boulevard to

Design Guidelines
Vo g [T BT X0 A shape future development. The guidelines address a series of parcels
3 (NI @: 17 B that exist in a narrow band along the south side of Excelsior Boulevard

(2015) between Quentin Avenue and France Avenue.

2040 Comprehensive Plan g

. . . . . k ‘2040 Comprehensive Plan.
The city comprehensive plan is an official document that  St. Louis Park, Minnesot

guides the future of the City of St. Louis Park. It sets forth
policies and programs that govern land use, transportation,
public facilities, economic development, housing and other
areas of city government. The 2040 plan builds on the Vision
3.0 foundation and integrates it into plan elements. The plan
shapes the practical goals and strategies for the future of St.
Louis Park. The gateway plans are intended to supplement the
comprehensive plan and aid in decision making processes.

ARRIVE + THRIVE GATEWAY PLANS

Vision 3.0

Vision 3.0 established a vision for the community rooted in community input that is used as

a decision making tool for many actions and activities throughout the city. For example, the
2040 comprehensive plan utilized the Vision 3.0 as goals to strive for in the establishment of
land use and development policies and future action.

Five strategic priorities were identified through the community led process that also guided
the development of outcomes and implementation considerations for the gateway plans.

Environmental

stewardship

St. Louis Park is committed
to continue to lead in
environmental stewardship.

Racial equity
& inclusion

St. Louis Park is committed to
being a leader in racial equity
and inclusion in order to create
a more just and inclusive
community for all.

Mobility

St. Louis Park is committed to
providing a variety of options
for people to make their way
around the city comfortably,
safely and reliably.

Community

engagement

St. Louis Park is committed
to creating opportunities to
build social capital through
community engagement.

Housing & neighborhood-oriented development

5 | St Louis Park is committed to providing a broad range of housing and
)4 neighborhood-oriented development.

Connect the Park et the

® ¢
Connect the Park is the city’s implementation plan to create more e
bikeways, sidewalks and trails throughout the community. The g

individual segments in the plan were identified by a citizen advisory .

committee as a part of the Active Living Sidewalk and Trail Plan. The
location of the segments included in Connect the Park was finalized
with community input through a process that took several years. The %ﬂ%

city council approved the planin 2013, and construction began in [ Trailc |
2015.
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